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Fubtlished Now and Then by AFFIaMATION, United Methodiste for Gay/Lesbian Concern$ 
FALL MEETING CALLS FCR 
+ STRONGER. SUPPOHT NETUGRK....... Bob Seabury — 


_ One of the issues. that arose several times during the course of Affir- 
mation's.Falk-Meeting was the need for us to be a stronger source of support 
~. for. people in crtsis.-We.as members of. Affirmation must be more accessible 
| so. that.-when a-.sister.or brother is hurting, there will be people to turn to 


It.was therefore agreed atthe last mééting that the newsletter will 
carry. names-of ;people who ‘wish to be listed"as contacts. Anyone reading this 
newsletter -who,.wants to know more ahout sur group, feel free to contact thos 
on our list. If you have-a problem, if you're feeling lonély, or if. there's 
anything youd like -te share, -drop us a line; .we"ll be glad to hear from you, 
ow « Listings begin om-page 2.0 2 Me hese ae ee 
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‘CHANGING THE NAME AGAINI | 


|S MERUTES FROM.NOVEMRBER MEETIYVG ..,- Bill Krieks <= 7 > 
the group. decided. to. incorporate’ as soon as possible, Keith Spare 
os Was delegated to. follow this.up by doing it in the State of Missouri 
i, 2. and. Dringing back: any.further needed action to the group'in' the Spring 
ifoh by-laws to-be.made.in. Oetobers)': 06 oa 
“ary oe “4 the group..also. decideds:. (a) to meet in Colorado wit é _ the Sexual - 
_ ity Seminar and Bishop Wheatley, October 13-15, 1978. This’ is to, be 
on the. same. site, but not necessarily: incorporated withthe Seminar, 
_...,eXpressions. were.made regarding need. to.-meet for weekend’ by curselves 


. OF With some, but not major participants in Seminar, (6) “Letters to be 


oo 
ey : . 


. ‘ 
= 8S wee Alf Foo em mete nostra thee 00088 wee wereeree ete: cee er ee cine +s nes cerempesennmennpents an aummeantiny asm hae ames tae: 

ws we : : : : : ; ; a a a cectias : STR 
; ‘ : 


F @, 
rr 


NEW YORK CONFERENCE A SUCCESS .., Mike Colling 9 ©" fir 0% | 


‘an educational conference: Homosexuality -and ‘the United Méthodtdt churen 
ener lidel ay ee ene ere in New York City or Nov. 11 and 12, The 
conlerence was attended by 125 persone tncludinge United Methodist B 
District Superintendents, representatives of United Mechoates Seilaseiee ae 

: | ie. eee ~ "(CONFERENCE continued on page 7) 
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written to bishops who responded to the Conference and, people who. partici- 
,p Rated dn. the Conferbnce at: Washington Square, '(c) to, 8! 
wens, COMMS tee, OF fF cera meet with the Council ‘of Bishopa.;) 8 a 
OS pgag FORE, DISCUSSION toiThere way much “atséhethn again: of the name of the 
, Organizasion.ofhérewwas: concem’ that’ a name change’ colt d occur evéry time 
_: wWepmeet, .Withi the incorporation: taking’ place, at permanent name must be. 
“vs made. After much aistusshony Affirmation; United, Methédists: for Gay/Lesbian 
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Concerns was adoptediassthe! ineerparation name! Gene Fergusin ard Bill 


Krick seconded this motion whitch Rae adépted tnantmousty. |” | = 
ae <obe bhenu from Daytid/ionathan Settlement Réige' was read and discussion 
nity WAS siren bo -~m response; whith’ was dect ded" to be necessary, voicing our 
4 GORGE, and.caring fox utheLriposition and decision to Withdraw from the 
.%, SToUp. Questions of, guppdrb dnd vearing were raised by members of the group 
| wf eed erahie need ato ‘cdrrespond, ‘to reach out to those “in pain. Rick Huskey’: 
Situation was also voiced, though he is not here and has had little contact 
with us since he was forced to surrender his orders, We should write to 
each other generally and give support, A list was circulated, divided by — 
jurisdictions, and people were asked to sign if they could be contact per- 
sons that Keith could send or rerer people to, for support..and. information 
in each jurisdiction. Keith will sort mail and pefer those in regions to 
the various persons willing to. be CONUACTSe. 3 ge ty. Te 
Election/Nominations’ of Officers: Dick Cash proposed a 3-point motions 
(1)the structure of the Steering Committee be made up of / officers, 
oy. ar od: hO, abthhyr two women, On this committeé, there are 2: liaisons, one 
aay {MARS and one Woman 3 the treasurer; the newsletter editor... |, .- 
(2)nominating committee te be set up’ and to” bring in nominations for 
elections in the Soring meeting. Elections to be for a term of 14 
years. through December; 1979. Nominating Committee, to send out 


v hominations through the'Néwsletter at least 2 weeks before Spring 
,iomeetingsin Chicagagioy (2. vir Suna ee ne Ut 
. * (3)weyélectiintertn éfffcera’ ts serve through the Spring meeting. 
The motion: was discussé@d at léigth, Some discussion ééentered on requiring 
there to be 2 male and 2 female officers. Group voted on motion as ig and 
WAS passed. | 
Current Steering Committee was asked to serve as interim officerg 
through the Spring Meeting, 1978, Robert Seabury volunteered to serve as 
newsletter editor through Spring, 1978, Since Reter Madison desired nat to 
Oo 80, yet - CIT OTT 
Nominating Committee was appointed: Paul Murphy (Golonado), Paul | 
nh OLS) hen, York) Pegay Barston’, tf Willing (Texas), Joan, Clark,. +f: wd Lling 
“ (Texasy, and Afthard Monroe (Terneesee) , “chal rperson . ok me ee te na a 
= Foy Ft 


NUTS continged jon page: By." 
We need tus input Send our asti cles and artwork 


| cL? tor Area etion NewnleHer - “Borg SeAnuiE 
AE ———— 


Pead bine Rv the Februsey /ssue i's lagu ary 25.1978. 
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..« New. York,. New.Xork = 


‘ one- lesbian; -treasurer;.--and newsletter. editor... 
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EVEN MORE SUPPORT AND. CONTACT PEOPLE. iN THE NORTHEAST: A ae 
i oe eee cm ee oe 
Marge Earthlife ‘Rob Ss. ‘colenan Rev. Gene M. Ferguson 


..New.-Haven.yu-GT :  .ucen Rogheater, NewYork, . 


TO THE MEMBERS . » . Bill Krick 


By now I hove you pace that we have changed our name’ ‘and are taking steps for taeors 
poration as a non-profit organization. 

The group which met in New York also made other commitments to help further | .the 
Support and concern for gays who are Methodists or who are Methodist affiliated. | 

Among those decisions of support and concern, there was also a request to. ask for. 
the 1978 dues from all members who could possibly do so. The amount was raised to $10. 00 
a year. 

While this is purely a voluntary contribution, Affirmation's treasury is rather low 
and newsletter expenses as well as any expenses involved in reaching out to our brothers 
and sisters may well deplete our treasury before our spring meeting in Chicago. 

So, please forward your check or money order today. Your support will enable.us: to - 
spread the word and personal support to all those in need of being in touch on the issues. 


In Gay Love, 


Rev. William Krick 
Treasurer, Affirmation 
CEN 2k 


(Ed. Note: USE FORM ON REVERSE SIDE FOR MAILING DUES) 
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HELP YOUR NOMINATING COMMITTEE: =... - Richard Monroe — _ 7 : 


The Nominating Committee for the four new officers to be elected as leaders of 
Affirmation, United Methodists for Gay/Lesbian Concerns needs the assistance of each 
member. .‘Two" gay men aiid’ two lésbidns are to bé nominated-for election at. the apring,; 
1978, meeting. It would be significant to be able to present at least two persons for 
each of the four offices. The four offices are: two co-liason leaders, one gay man and 

The co~liason leaders should be persons who can work. in collaboration with: persons 
of the other sex, can describe, share, and delegate responsibilities to each other and 
others, can work with diverse views and personalities to bring. consensus, can facilitate - 
group processes, task forces and can keep in touch with each other on interim assign- 
ments. 

The treasurer cares for financial concerns and Baro oes Some experience in book- 
keeping. and budget building:would ‘be ‘helpful. i a ae 

The newsletter editor needs to havé basic’ editing and ‘composing » skills and be 
accessible to duplicating equipment and supplies. 

Send as many suggestions of persons as you wish. Suggestions should be submitted 
by February 1, 1978. Pat 
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(Ed. Note: USE FORM ON REVERSE SIDE FOR NOMINATION) 
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SUPPORT AND CONTACT enn: REGION: 


Janet Baemstein een ' Keith Spare-. 7 | 
- 
Evan stopwslilinols ia Kansas City, Missouri — 
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SUGGESTED -PERSONS- FOR “CONSIDERATION FOR OFFICE BY NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


Names: Check possible offices: 

Address: ~ eee _.. eneliaison leader 
ees ees _. treasurer . 

__ newsletter editor 


FR SIG EC. 


Telephone number: 


= a ene Cee oe Beat AS Pe ay 
Leadership Experience: 
a: 
Skills: : “ 
Commitments? Sec “ 


Suggested bys . Name 


Baa ah a So ae See 
| Address 
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Send sugdentea nue he Richard E. Monroe, ei 
Tennesee, i. Submit names by February 1, 19 | | | 
er CEDARIND RAN EERSTE 
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MAIL ce YOUR WES TODAY. 


Dear Bill: | ee 
- Fnelosed is my ein oe ee ‘pat me on the nenbetsht p rolis of 
that avdamic organi¢ation, Affirmation) | 
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Make checks payable to PARISE OF THE HOLY COVENANT. Mail checks to neve 
William A. Kriek, Treasurer, Affirmation, [x 
Chicago, Illinois a. 


Pork a a is 
as 3 
: . _ ‘ Ls ere . 


CELGRIEETIEZD CoSETLIETE? aes mame a 
Cur One 0 CRNCTRER  Perige 6 (NE 


7. ; | | | Page 7 
aa ee 
MORE SUPPORT AND CONTACT PEOPLE IN NORTH CENTRAL REGION: 


Rev. William A. Krick 7 Fellowship 


_ Chicago, Illinois Indianapolis, Indiana 


NEW YORK CONFERENCE (continued from page 1) 


staff persons of the Board of Global Minsitries, the Board of Discipleship, the Board 
of Church and Society, and interested lay people and clergy from around the country. 
Keynote speakers were Bishop Edward Carroll of the Boston area and Ms. Charlotte Bunch, 
who was a United Methodist ‘student leader in the 1960's and is presently a lesbian- | 
feminist leader. She is co-editor of Quest Magazine and a board member of the National 
Gay Task Force. Dr. Joseph Weber, professor of Biblical Theology and Ecumenics at 
Wesley Theological Seminary, spoke on Saturday morning. a | | 
Bishop Carroll shared in his opening remarks his own involvement with the issue 
of homosexuality. As a newly appointed Bishop to the Boston area he had been confronted 
by community hostility toward one of his pastors who had been requested by a gay couple 
to officiate at their marriage. The Bishop commented that while the state and church 
forbid him to recognize the marriage of two persons of. the same. sex, he has come to 


recognize the need for special commitment services for, gay and. lesbian couples who have 


loving relationships. The Bishop shared ways. in which he had personally called for the 
inclusion of homosexual persons and groups in ecumenical councils on which he. serves. 
He also shated his commitment to meet regularly with gay rights leaders of. the: Boston 
area, such as’ Elaine'Noble. Toward the end of his speech Bishop Carroll. reviewed the 
arguments articulated by’ Albert Outler at. the 1976 General Conference. In the Bishop's. | 
opinion, Dr. Outler was expressing the feelings of most United Methodist persons, the'.. | 
feelings that lead the church to take stands that limit the rights of gay persons in. the . 
church and society. 

Charlotte Bunch reminded those at the conference that gay men and lesbians are 
everywhere in the church, and that the church needs us as full and equal participants 
at all levels if the church itself is to be involved in mission on behalf of oppressed 
peoples.. Ms. Bunch shared her view that homosexuals are not interested in being minis- 
tered to, but are needed to minister along with others if the church is to have authen~ 
ticity in this society. Her speech focused on her "Methodist heritage" which she says 
often identifies as her "ethnicity". Throughout her speech Ms. Bunch pointed to the 
positive contributions which gay men and lesbians have to offer when the church allows 
for and encourages openess of all persons. She pointed out that her own involvement in 
the church ‘stopped when she woke up to the reality that as a woman and as a lesbian the 
church had no room for her --- if she. was to live up to the articulated values of the 
church which call for openess and honesty. She called upon the church to use its creative 
possibilities to help persons in our society understand human. sexuality, and to join 
with homosexual persons ) ae ae -e 2 aT 


(continued on page 8) 
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SUPPORT AND CONTACT PEOPLE: 


FROM SOUTHWEST: FROM SOUTHEAST: FROM WEST: 
Gene Leggett Richard E. Monroe om Paul Murphy . 


Denver, Colorado = 


San Antonio, Texas & Nashville, Tenn. a 


NEW YORK CONFERENCE .. (continued from page 7) 


(who have much to offer in this needed ministry). In closing she pointed out that 
homosexuality is not going to go away by the medical profession defining us as sick, 
by the church telling us we are sinners, nor by the socialists dismissing gayness as 
a condition of bourgeoisie capitalism. Ms. Bunch shared with the United Methodist 
Church the message, “We are your children," and that as your children, we will not 
gO away. 7 | | 

- ‘Dr. Joseph Weber's remarks focused on applying a New Testament Christology to 
homosexuality. He pointed out the history of the church in using and sometimes mis- 
interpreting the Bible against homosexuals, while ignoring the teachings of Jesus 
about love. . Dr. Weber raised concern about what the church and the Bible have to 
teach all of us about the use of our sexuality for the enhancing of another, as well 
as for the déstruction of others. In addition his speech raised concern about what 
the church does to itself when it encourages dishonesty and closedness (closetness) 
amongst its members. | ee 

Participants in the conference also heard Dr. Karen Brown of Drew University, 

Dr. Deryck Calderwood of New York University, the Rev. Robert Herrick of the 
National Gay Task Force, and Ms. Karen Ziegler, a seminary student at Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, and one of the ministers of the New York MCC church, address the 
issues of Oppression and Liberation'for gay men and lesbians. Following the pre- 
Sentations' the participants’ of the conference met in small groups where personal 
issues.and concerns were shared and further reflections on the issues raised in the 
presentation were made. The conference closed with a formal worship service that. 
reaffirmed each other's baptisms and called us to share in the communion of the . 
Lord's: Supper. woe, | | 


REPORT FROM THE CHICAGO CHAPTER ... | Bill Krick’ 


The Chicago Chapter of Affirmation has started meéting on a monthly basis. (the. 
third Sunday of each month) at QM, chicago. . Besides discussing 
with Methodist Youth Services the possibility of helping gay youth on an individual . 
basis as well as through the MYS in terms of volunteer services, the group has _ 
Started its own house services and is participating through some of its members ss 


in events in the Northern Illinois Conference. a _ 
On March 6 and. 7, the Conférence will be making a Seminar for Continuing 
Education for Pastors on Homosexuality. | —— 
The Chicago Chapter is also beginning to plan now for being host to the 
Affirmation National Meeting in May, 1978. ———— 
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Please accept a belated “Merry Christmas." A breakdown of the duplicating equipment 
atwashington Square Church caused a delay in getting the newsletter out. CUM~Bob. 


